Hello,

| write to offercomments on Sexual Entertainment Venues.
Under point 7, the document notes that licensing these
conflicts with the Equally Safe strategy for opposing sexual
exploitation. Why, then, would the Councilapprove this
policy?

| know that governingis complex and there would be
sensible reasonsforthislicensing plan, butitwould mean
approving somethingthat deeply tragicand exploitative.
Askyourselves: would you want your daughter, yoursister,
or your mothertowork at one of these venues? Would you
encourage a school leaveratage 18 to take up work there?
Nearly all of us would say a resounding no. Strip clubs
exploitthe womenthatworkin them and damage their
lives. They also damage the lives of the men who go there.
Instead of regulating and in effect condoningthe
exploitation of womeninourcity, | encourage the Council
to focus on ensuring those workingin sexual entertainment
getthe psychological care they need. | encourage you to
focus on enabling workersto find other productivejobs to
do, including through publicworks projects the Council
couldinitiate toemploy them. Don'tlet current sex workers
fall between the cracks, butdon'tletthem stay ina place
that damagesthemdeeply.

If you have not already, | encourage you to ask Street
Pastorsin Aberdeen fortheirtestimony about this policy
proposal and the effects of sexual entertainment onthose
involvedinit. They are on our streets late into the night,
and they spend time with those hurt by these exploitative
businesses.

Dear Sir/ Madam

RESPONSE TO ABERDEEN CITY COUNCILCONSULTATION
ON DRAFT SEV POLICY

Introduction

TLT are instructed by Gloryever Limited ("our clients")who
hold the premiseslicence issued

underthe Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 ("the 2005 Act") at
21 Crown Terrace, Aberdeen AB11 6HD (premises licence
numberAC967).

The premises licence was granted by the Aberdeen City
Licensing Board on 2 February 2021.

The operating planthat forms part of the premises licence
permits Adult Entertainmentto be provided onthe
premises.

By virtue of beinga premises authorised to provide adult
entertainment by way of their premises licence, ourclients
submitthattheyare an interested party and hope thatits
views will be given appropriate weight.

Our clientis concernedthatthe Licensing Committee's
proposed policy does not recognise that sexual
entertainment may take place on premises(e.g.,
restaurants/ bars) that are not

lapdancing clubs
and therefore our
clients' premisesis
legitimate holders
of a Sexual
Entertainment
Venue ("SEV")
licence.

Proposed
operation of our
clients' premises
While ourclients'
premises licence
was grantedin
early 2021, after
Aberdeen City
Council
decidedtolicence
SEV premises, the
launch of the
premises hasbeen
delayed owingto
covid.

The premises will
be called House of
Ginza. They will be
arestaurantstyle
premises catering
for functionsand
entertainment.
Adult
entertainment
may be provided
fromtime to time.
For example,
striptease artists
performingat
birthdays, hen, or
stag nights.
Itisimportantto
note that these
premises are first
and foremosta
restaurant. There
isno stage,
platform, or
booths. While
sexual
entertainment
may be offered,
the premisesare
not laidoutas a
lapdancingclub.
The sexual



entertainment — forexample, astriptease — will only take
place on an occasional basis and at pre-booked functions.
The provision of adult entertainment would be ancillary to
the premises' central function as arestaurant.

Our clientsrecognisethe importance of making sure that
such performances are held in asafe and secure
environment. Undertakings to this effect were given by our
clientsto Police and Licensing Standards as part of the
consultation process priorto the grant of the premises
licence. Police and licensing standards did not object to the
grant of the premises licence.

Concerns

Having reviewed the Committee's proposed SEV policy, our
clientis concernedthatit may face difficulties
implementingits proposed business modelowingto: (1)
the upperlimitof SEV licences at six; (2) the sensitive
premises presumption; and (3) the proposed conditions.
We will take each pointin turn.

(9) the upper limit of SEV licences at six

As the Committee's draft SEV policy recognises at section
10 a stripogram orsimilar

performingon premises licensed underthe 2005 Act will
require aSEV licence.

Our clients will therefore be unableto offeradult
entertainmentwithoutaSEV licence.

The CivicGovernment (Scotland) Act 1982 ("the 1982 Act")
does provide for occasional

uses, however, ourclients' business modelwould see adult
entertainmenttaking place

on around a twice monthly basis. This meansthatthe
occasional use exemptionistoo

restrictive.

It appears that our clients willneed toseek aSEV licence.
The terms of the draft policy

— andin particularthe limit on numbers - make this appear
difficult to obtain.

Our clientnotes:

"The Committee considers the appropriate upper limit for
the City Centre Locality to be

six as this is the number of venues currently operating
within the city centre. "

We are told by our client that they understand that the six
venuesreferredtoare

bespoke lapdancing clubs whichin effect creates
grandfatherrights forthese clubs.

Therefore, despite ourclients' premises licence authorises
adult entertainment, they

have not been considered as being premises relevant to
SEV licence applications.

Itisunclearas to whetherthe Committee have considered
the merits of licensed

premises where sexual entertainment occurs onan
occasional yetregularbasis. There

isno evidence —
inour clients'
submission - to
demonstrate that
irregular
performances
inothersimilar
premisesare
problematic.

For the avoidance
of doubt, the
occasional use
exemptionsetout
inthe legislationis
overlyrestrictive
and isnot fitfor
purpose when
dealing with
premises that
offers sexual
entertainmenton
aregularand
more than an
occasional basis.
Our clients'
petitions the
Committeeto
increase the upper
limittosevento
allowforan
applicationto be
made by them.
(2) the sensitive
premises
presumption

We are concerned
at the
establishmentofa
presumption of an
enhanced
presumption of
refusal depending
on its proximity to
sensitive premises.
Having regard to
the list of
sensitive premises
itisdifficultto
pinpointacity
centre location
whichisnotin
close proximity to
— forexample —
publicbuildings,



cinemas, theatres and concert halls and

soon.

The draft policy fails to detail why there is anissue with
SEVsbeingin close proximity

to such premises. There is no evidential basis detailed to
suggestwhya SEV beingin

close proximity to such shopsand attractions s prejudicial
to the licensing objectives as

setout insection 45C of the 1982 Act.

We suggestthatthislistisrevisited withaview toretaining
onlyrestrictions thatcan be

justified with an evidential base. Forexample, whatimpact
would a SEV licensed

premises with occasional sexualentertainment have an
adverse impacton historical

buildings?

(3) the proposed conditions

The standard conditions narrated at section 11 of the policy
are premised on the basis

that all premiseslicensed as SEV are lapdancing clubs. This
is — withrespect —an

erroneous assumption. The 1982 Act createsa licensing
regime tolicence premises at

which sexual entertainmentis provided before alive
audience. Thisdoesnotonly

include lapdancing clubs.

Our clients suggest that the Committee considers standard
conditions thatfitpremises

that are not necessarily lapdancing clubs, making sure that
persons under 18 have no

access to premises after sexual entertainment starts. The
Committee may wish to note

that the Licensing Board attached various conditions to our
clients' premiseslicence

that deal with adultentertainment as defined in the 2005
Act. The Committee may wish

to considerthese conditions fornon lapdancing clubs.
Conclusion

Itisour client's position that failing to create a path to
licence premisesthathold special events

functions such as birthdays, stag, hen dos and corporate
functionsthat mayinvolve adult

entertainmentrisks such functions taking place on premises
licensed underthe 2005 Act

withoutthe requisite permissions except forveryrarely
occasional use orinunlicensed

premises. Thereisaclearbenefit of regulation. It gives
Aberdeen City Councilthe opportunity

to control the proposed entertainment and attach
conditions to protect the local community,

performers, and visitors. Furtherfailing to permit the
operation of premises such asourclients'

will have an adverse impacton Aberdeen's nighttime
economy.

We petitionthe
Committee to
considerthe
foregoingand
amend the policy
to allowforan
application our
client, who are not
a bespoke
lapdancing
premises, namely
by increasingthe
upperlimit of SEV
premises fromsix
to seven.

3. lwritein
relationtothe
Sexual
Entertainment
Venues Draft
Policy that was
sentout viaemail
on 4 October 2021
seekingviews.

| would like to
bring your
attentiontothe
following points
that are stipulated
on the draft policy:

19. There mustbe
no topless nudity
by performersin
publicareas of the
venue with the
exception of
topless
performances
withinany
performance area
withinthe venue.
(specifically where
lap dancingis the
sexual
entertainment
being provided
withinavenue)
20. Performers
must replace their
topsat the end of
each private



performance and at the end of any stage performance.
(specifically where lap dancingis the sexual entertainment
being provided withinavenue)

21. Performances of sexual entertainment may only take
placeindesignated areas of the venue asagreed in writing
by the Council.

LAW PRACTICE

At the online consultation held earlier thisyear, we were
toldthat the rules and therefore our practice will remain
mostly the same as we have been doing overthe past
years. To confirm, currently there are only topless
performance in open stage/podium areas and full stripping
islimited only tothe private performance areas, same as
how they have it in Edinburgh, and we just wanted to make
the council aware of this.

Thank you very much foryour attentiontothe matterand |
hope that myinput will be takeninto full consideration.

4. | assume that the rules and regulations will be strictly adhered to
and that there will be random yet regular checks to make sure that
the rules are kept. Thisdocumentlooks atthe safety of all but it
must be adheredtoinorder forthe participantsand the members
of the publicto be protected.

Is there a seteducation programme and a list of relevant
parties and partneragencies forthe protection of children?

5. Police Scotland- We have no comment to make on the content of
the draft. One recommendation which we made and does not
appearto be included, isreplicated below, however, if the
Committee have considered this pointand chosen nottoinclude it,
we are satisfied thatithas been considered. It would provide
optionsshould types of activates not currentlyinourareaare
appliedforinthe future.

Where a specificactivity is assessed as being higherrisk, such as
bondage, S&M acts, flagellation etc. it should be aconditionthata
copy of photographicidentity of any participantis obtained and
retained inaccordance with GDPR. Additionally, the Committee
could considerwhethera‘consentregister’ would be appropriate
whenrisk activities are to take place.

6. Dear Sirs

Sexual Entertainment Venue Licensing — Policy Consultation

House of Ginza, 21 Crown Terrace, Aberdeen, AB11 6HD (Premises Licence AC967)

We are instructed by our clients, Gloryever Limited, who we note obtained afull grant of a Premises Licence
inrelationtothe above premises earlierthis year fromthe Aberdeen Licensing Board.



One of the stated Activities within our clients’ originating Application (and specifically included within the
grant) was for “Adult Entertainment”. We understand from our cients that this proposed activity was fully
explained toand cleared with both the Police and the Licensing Standards Officers at the time of application
and, thereafter, explained tothe Licensing Board during the relevant Hearing.

We are advised by our clientsthatitis envisaged (and was envisaged and recognised by all parties at the time
of application and Hearing) that events within this stated activity are anticipated to take place ona more
regularand frequentbasis than as describedin your current Policy so as to be classed as “Occasional Use”
and that therefore, inthese circumstances, our clients will require to apply foran SEV licence in connection
with this particularactivity.

We note here thatthe relevant SEV Licence implementation was originally scheduled for 1 January 2021
(priorto the grant of ourclients’ Premises Licence), with the delay in bringing the new rulesinto play being
largely due, we believe, to the pandemic.

In short, we understand that the existing Policy proposal references only six SEV Licences being granted
within the Board’s jurisdiction. Obviously, with our clients having been the only premises to successfully
obtainan adultentertainment permissioninrelation toits newly granted licence afterthe Aberdeen Council
decidedto adoptthe SEV Licence backin year 2020, the number of relevant operators should accordingly be
increasedtoseven.

Therefore, we would request on our clients’ behalf that the permitted number of SEVs be formally amended
inorder to accommodate the addition of our clients to the list of properties who will be applying forthe
newly required SEV Licence.

Director, Q&A Law Practice Limited, Forand on behalf of GloryeverLimited






